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aggravating the power of militarism and the germ of endless wars.
He hated the all-powerful centralized state and scorned Rousseau
and Jacobinism, his ideal was Switzerland and he was one of the
pioneers of syndicalism. The French nation, in his view, was
made up of at least twenty distinct nations with clearly marked
characteristics, and was held together only by force. He wanted
France to be divided into twelve independent States and Europe to
be constituted as a federation of federations- Proudhon detested
war, but in his book on War and Peace (1861) he pointed out that
war was one of the strongest factors making for the progress of
civilization, and that the instinct of the masses regarding war as
legitimate, was wiser than individual reason rejecting it. A nation
was a collective being with the will to expand and recognizing no
judicial authority above itself. He hoped, however, that a just
organization of society would make the causes of war disappear
and replace violence by labour. August Comte also wished for
the division of the great nations into a great number of inde-
pendent republics, each of about 300,000 families and only united
by spiritual bonds. France was to be divided into seventeen
republics ; she was also to suppress her army and restore Algiers
to the Arabs.

Like every national mentality that of France at that time
comprised inconsistent tendencies ; on the one hand the sincere
wish for peace and on the other an ideal of national prestige
which implied the risk of war. In 1870 it was Bismarck who
brought about the war which he wanted for uniting Germany
under Prussian domination. But French national vanity and
excitability contributed considerably to its outbreak. It was
France who declared war without making sufficient efforts to
avoid it. Bismarck had cunningly dangled a red rag before the
bull of French nationalism and thereby incited him to rush head-
long into the trap.

The defeat of France gave rise to a strong longing for revanche*
for the recovery of the lost territory and the restoration of the
prestige of French arms. For a long time violent nationalism in
alliance with all reactionary powers was a constant menace to the
republican system and it was only after the Dreyfus crisis that the
danger was definitely overcome.1 The conflict with Germany
over Morocco then .caused a certain revival of nationalism but
it seldom obtained decisive power again. The advance of the

1 Of. for a detailed treatment of these questions G. Gooch,
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